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THE SEARCH FOR THE IDEAL IN OUR HOME LIFE. 


important. In the Ideal Home we must have some form of 
religious training. I advocate no doctrinal teaching, ll0 
dogma, above all, no controversy, but I earnestly plead f 0r a 
simple form of family prayer, for the much abused little 
formula of grace before meat. If these customs grate, or do 
not appeal to us, let us look to it that the fault is not in our 
selves rather than in the customs. As for Bible reading and 
Bible stories, with the committing to memory of the gems of 
sacred literature, I believe there is nothing more helpful to 
children than those, lovingly, broadmindedly and judiciously 
presented to their notice. Alas ! if in our twentieth century 
superiority, we, in thinking these methods superstitious and 
untenable, deprive our children of such a heritage ! 

There is still another aspect of domestic life which I have 
not touched upon, indeed it does not seem possible in a paner 
of this kind, yet it embraces a feature which cannot quite he 
ignoie . It is the sex element. We hear too much of this 
nowadays, but there is no evading it altogether. The necessity 
for the placing of the material relations on a higher platform' 
he initial i rap „ rta nce of an enlightened seli-Xrol ov he' 
physical arena of parental life is indisputable Jt , 
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a higher standard of happiness. Cer ‘ ainty ° f establishin S 

l0 ° k baCk With regre ‘ 
entering into their sphere n f i ^ e ] Tors ’ but for those just 
recommend itself alike t ^ ome life such a course should 
Cut and dried ^ ^ 

desirable for domestic life tl r <iU ' n ° more P°ssible or 

Temperament, environment ^ ° ther StateS of existence. 

Place, but within the limits ’ f °f h P ° rtunity > ha ve all their 
m y suggestions are workable u maj0nty of lives I think 
indicative; others hearing thi ’ ley are at least I hope 
however lamely, to express ‘ PaP<5r ’ “ which I have striven, 
s ru ssle forward, to sunnlem V ' eWS ’ ma T he encouraged to 

“tended and sympathe ic P ‘T n ‘ ™ y theor y by a more 

arena has been possible foAhe sT! nding than in my limited 
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SOME THOUGH IS ON POETRY 

By A. M. Harris. 

If poetry seemed to a great modern thinker a criticism of 
life, it is rather, to many of us, that good and happy land 
where all the souls of all ages, kingdoms, and nations meet 
and understand one another. Science advances ; philosophies 
develop or fall to pieces ; superstitions change their form ; 
so do habits, customs and governments ; but of poetry we 
may say that her last word is very like her first. She deals 
with the things which remain. She speaks a language that 
is never lost, that is always recognizable. It may disguise 
itself in many ways, adopt new dialects, new fashions, even 
new affectations ; but; underneath these superficial changes 
are to be found the old things, the eternal things, the essential 
things of humanity, the things which remain. The great 
poems of the world express the spirit and the religion of their 
day. They remain a monumental record of the thoughts 
of humanity at a particular epoch. But it is not this record 
which appeals to us so strongly. It is the recognition of 
ourselves, of our own age, our own feelings, hopes and sorrows, 

that thrills us in those stories of the past. 

The expression of beliefs, and the picture of customs, so 
long abandoned, might be expected to become o so e e, ev 
ridiculous, as the world develops. The Grec.au godb w.th 
their partialities, their jealousies, their squa r 

have no interest in the twentieth cen ury. 
existed ; they would have been unfit for thetr pos.hon -f they 

had. But yet the Iliad 

modern, quite familial, in an age o l latest develop- 

Statesmen and men of action, busy a ? 01 J eisure hour s among 
ments of human affairs, spen ' , ol as mUC h at home as 
Homer’s quaint primeval heroes and fi t 

in a club in Piccadilly. int0 that nightmare 

Dante takes us into worlds o ’ j nven ted for itself ; 

of religious terror which the middle-age 
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SOME THOUGHTS ON POETRY, 


but we walk through purgatory to lind its ancient superstitions 

immaterial ; underneath them all exist the old things the 

primitive and persistent instincts of the human heart' the 

wonderful workings of the human mind in various forms anc j 

places — the things which remain. 

Even in Paradise Lost we find a very familiar Adam, Milto 

himself as he would perhaps have liked to be ; he is a thought 

ful and contented ruler of his surroundings, the husband of ' ~ 

obedient and beautiful wife, the companion of celestial spirit H 

Lucifei thinks our thoughts, and so do the angels ’Tis f 

the most part the little drama of human life writ large unrT 

the skies, lifted to sublimity but not unrecognizable. 

Therefore, the sad or lonely spirits of all time have gone 

to poetry for their joy and consolation. Lost and perplfxed 

T p ld ? 6tails and con tradictions of daily experience 

they find themselves again as it were it-, +1 * , nce > 

Of the great minds of Sr days Who fi, T “ W ° rdS 

his misery, Matthew Arnold tells ' us And th. f ’° SeS 
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th Tht'few Si Sts thi T’ thing " ‘ h ^main hingS ’ ^ ** 

life and action, are llv^ Beauty Spnngs of hum an 

the handle by which we reach nrfd l TrUth that is 

Put between ourselves and W Tl them all ‘ For if we 
of a lie, we cannot reach or hold CaUty ’ ° r ll0 P e > the shadow 
In the old stories as in rh y 006 ° f them - 
that draw and delight us It iTtl k these thin S s 

^ * * ^e manner in which th^" aCti ° n in the human 
dash and disorder of circumstanc > evolved 0u t of the 

different ^guises. ’ at ap P eals to us under 
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deals, m short, with the whni^^^’ 1Iuser y and 
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T. E. Brown, a poet less known than he deserves to be 
speaks of the happy man who can lift himself above the 
blundering blacknesses of his own brief experiences * 

“ To him the sorrows are the tension-thrills 
Of that serene endeavour 
Which yields to God for ever and for ever 
The joy that is more ancient than the hills.” 

The sentimentalists certainly never attain these heights; 
it is not by denying the existence of evil that we overcome it! 
By the sentimentalists I by no means signify the idealists. 
Idealism stands tip-toe on realism, reaching to the clouds out 
of the mire. 

When that splendid idealist Keats writes : “ For ever shalt 
thou love and she be fair,” it is all the other side of the question 
implied by the words that gives them their value. 

And it is because poetry deals with the things that remain, 
that she can speak to us in sad or difficult or great moments 
of our life the intimate word ; that word which strikes to the 
heart of things and gives us help or comfort. It comes to us 
miraculously across long ages, out of the mouth of one 
whose ways in life were all unlike our own. There it is» 
a mirror of our feeling of the moment, though it may have 
been the thought of a slave or a king a thousand years ago ; 
and it sweeps us on from our lonely standpoint into the great 
and invigorating current of human life. It changes us from 
the solitary struggler in a desolate world to the soldier who is 
content to die on the field of battle knowing that others are 


pressing on to victory. 

We are inclined to talk sometimes as if the love of Nature 
were a modern development. We do not credit Wordsworth 
or Scott perhaps with its invention. We go back as^far as 
the poet Gray. Yet there are certain words that should 
teach us otherwise. Hundreds of thousands of persons (who 
declare that they have no taste for poetry), utter Jith sate- 
faction the phrases: “I will lift up mine eyes unto .the lulls, 
from whence cometh my help.” And these were spoken by 
poet long before the Anglo-Saxon race began o t. 


